Gillies Lecturer: Professor Michael Coote MB BS FRANZCO GAICD

University of Melbourne - Clinical Professor, Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital -
Senior Glaucoma Consultant, Centre for Eye Research Australia - Lead - Glaucoma
Surgery Research, International Society for Glaucoma Surgery - Secretary General

Michael has more than 25 years of experience in clinical practice and has performed over 22,000
surgical procedures, with a particular focus on complex glaucoma and cataract surgery.

He has held major leadership roles including inaugural Clinical Director of the Royal Victorian Eye and
Ear Hospital and Head of Unit. He has served for nearly 20 years as an independent non-executive
director on Healthcare Boards, chairing board-level Clinical Quality and Research & Education
Committees.

Michael’s research career began with glaucoma genetics at the University of lowa, contributing to
the discovery of the GLC1A gene. Since then, he has been Principal or Coordinating Investigator in
over 40 clinical trials, including six first-in-human studies.

Michael is co-founder and Chairman of Vivid White, where he has led the development of a novel
microfluidic glaucoma drainage device—from computational modelling through to human clinical
trials now underway in Australia.

He has authored 62 peer-reviewed publications, contributed to multiple textbooks, and developed
one of the world’s most widely used ophthalmic education platforms.

He currently serves as Secretary General of the International Glaucoma Surgery Society and
continues to shape global education and collaboration in glaucoma care.



