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Prof. Pete Williams is Research Lead of the Neuroprotection and Repair Unit at the Centre for Eye 

Research Australia. His work focuses on glaucoma, optic nerve degeneration, and translational 

neuroprotection. He has led major programs across Australia, Europe, and Asia, including drug 

development, clinical studies, and gene therapy research. Prof. Williams will discuss how glaucoma is 

driven not only by intraocular pressure, but also by age-related metabolic vulnerability in retinal 

ganglion cells. The talk will outline a translational program spanning nicotinamide, NMNAT2-targeted 

small molecules, and gene therapy strategies aimed at protecting and repairing the retina and optic 

nerve, moving from preclinical discovery to clinical testing and commercialization. 

 


